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SPX Announces

To the Heights: A Second Century Campaign
By Fr. David Voss
Blessed Pierre Giorgio
Frassati was a 24-yearold college student
when he died of polio
that he contracted
from treating victims of
the disease. His motto
was Verso l’Alto, or “To the Heights,”
due to his love of mountains, but also
the divine assent of prayer. He is a fitting example for us at the St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center at Pittsburg
State University and his motto will be
the name of our first Capital Campaign.
A capital project is a very exciting experience for a young priest. We priests are
called to learn all sorts of things in our
first years in ministry. I still remember
my first semester here when students
came to me saying there’s water on
the hallway floor. I said, “What do you
want me to do about it?” To which they
looked at me a little confused. This was
after a 10:30 p.m. Mass, and there was
no maintenance person to call and fix
it for me. So, I found the mop, located a
screw driver, and before I knew it, I had
my head underneath a condenser unit
trying to figure out why water was not
draining properly.
The building here might be aging, but
I am happy to be a part of a long tradition of a Catholic presence at Pittsburg
State University. The Newman Club
began in 1913 as the second-oldest
campus organization at the university.
The current building was finished in
1968 as part of the Diocesan campaign,
New Horizons. Now, St. Pius X is looking to the guidance of the Holy Spirit
for direction in its second century of

ministry in Pittsburg; thus “To the
Heights: A Second Century Campaign.
The goal is 3 million dollars especially
for renovating the chapel, but also to
enclose our courtyard, create an inviting and beautiful entrance, and make
the building ready for the next 100
years of ministry on campus.
With
college
campus ministry, “To the
Heights” is always our
goal. The capital campaign is just one component of the broader
mission of bringing souls
to Jesus Christ and forming them as Christian
Disciples. Being my
first year as a full-time
chaplain at St. Pius X, I
was able to devote much more time
to the Newman Club. We expanded
our opportunities for the Sacraments,
added “God Squad” lenton devotions each morning, and significantly
expanded the opportunities for personal meetings both with students and
the surrounding community.
The highlight of the year was hosting the Kansas Catholic College
Student Convention. For that weekend, the campus was filled with Mass,
Adoration, a Eucharistic Procession,
Archbishop Naumann, great speakers
and musicians, seminarians, and religious sisters and brothers witnessing to
the Faith by their very lives. I was really
touched by the various religious orders
here. The Little Sisters of the Lamb
literally walked the neighborhoods

begging for food and speaking about
Jesus to those they met. Fr. Anthony
Ariniello from the Community of the
Beatitudes rollerbladed through campus and taught Israeli dancing, and
the Immaculate Heart of Mary sisters
showed us their constant, boundless
joy in the Lord.
In order to aid our mission, Bishop Kemme has
encouraged us to undergo
a renovation to our building
especially highlighting the
chapel. The chapel is literally the heart of the ministry
here – because it is an exact
square in the middle of a
square building. Bishop recognizes how important that
space is to bringing souls
to Christ as well as a heart
for college campus ministry
and Southeast, KS. He even announced
at our annual Banquet and ball in April
that the Diocese would be a lead donor
to our campaign by pledging half a million dollars.
Due to Diocesan support and the support of our amazing Newman Club
alumni and friends particularly in the
wider Southeast, KS community, we
will be able to not only renovate the
chapel, but also – if funding permits
– construct a beautiful and welcoming front of our building that encloses
the courtyard and makes our space
an appealing center for all students at
Pittsburg State University. Every PSU
student should walk by St. Pius X and
know that there is a beautiful chapel
inside where joyful students come to
know Jesus Christ.

KCCSC 2018:
Friends, Faith, & Fellowship
By: Lynzee Flores

In early February, the PSU Newman Club hosted the
2018 Kansas Catholic College Student Conference on
the Pittsburg State University campus. More than 250
students from across the state gathered together to
grow in their journey with God during the spiritual
retreat. “KCCSC was
an awesome experience. Not only did we
grow closer to God,

but we grew closer
to other college
kids as well!” said

Ashley Anderson, PSU junior.
KCCSC focuses on providing
young Catholics a yearly event in
which they
can build
their faith
through
listening to
speakers,
attending
workshops
and having fellowship among
peers from
other universities. The weekend kicked off with
remarks from keynote speaker Joe Farris. Farris has
been motivating audiences with his personal and comedic
stories for 20 years.
Joe spoke about the
importance of fulfilling your call to God’s
will. “If you want to
truly live out your

purpose in life,
just say this, ‘I
want to grow
in God.’ This
prayer will help
you find your
path towards
His will,” Farris
said during his
keynote speech
on Friday night.
This message seemed to continue throughout the
conference with other speakers and presenters
including musician Luke Spehar who gave a concert
Friday night. “Everywhere I go, I wonder where I’m going, I wonder if I am
showing everything that must be seen.
And it surprises me to know that He
[God] answers
all my questions, just by
strongly saying
to me, ‘Be still
and know that I
am God.’” That
also happens
to be a verse
from Spehar’s
song “Be Still.”
On Saturday,
students began the day with morning prayer and an
opening speech from Spehar and then went into breakout sessions where they were able to learn in small
group settings from priests in the diocese. Workshops
covered a variety of topics in the Catholic faith
such as the stories of some of Catholicism’s greatest
saints and how
to develop a
strong
and
faithful marriage. Students
were invited
to state diocese
meetings based off
of their home
parish where they were able to talk with the Bishop
See "KCCSC 2018" on back page
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Holy Grounds: Catholic Center Coffee Shop
By Carol Smock with reprint permission by the Collegio Original Article Feburary 8, 2018
The St. Pius X Catholic Student Center coffee shop is finally
open for business.
Matthew Polak, former art major at PSU, started the process of opening up a coffee shop last fall at the Catholic
Student Center, known
by many as the Newman
Center. The shop’s official
opening was Thursday,
Feb. 1.
“The coffee shop was
something that I just kind
of had in the back of my
mind for a long time, but
it was never something I
thought I would do in any
near future,” Polak said.
“… It wasn’t until I heard
Fr. David, the preacher
at the Newman Center,
he said that he wanted
to open up a coffee shop,
and for whatever reason
I just kind of had to be at
the front of it, I had to be

there doing everything as much as I could on my end of
things to try and make this thing happen. I didn’t think
of any of the consequences, I didn’t think I would be volunteering 20 hours a week of my time, and it was just an
amazing thing.”
Polak makes the drinks by hand,
volunteering his time and talent.
He said that he is self-taught and
strives to improve his barista skills
every day; his café latte is already a
favorite with coffee shop customers.
Even though the coffee shop only
officially opened last week, Polak
said they have already had a successful start.
“It’s been growing substantially,
I don’t know how long that will
be, but I’ve noticed since more
and more people are starting to
find out about it it’s increased our
sales over twice as much, which
is not much yet since we started
small, but as we advertise more
See "Holy Grounds"on next page

Rectory remodel proves to be a lesson and a blessing
By Robbie Grabendike

In the spring semester of 2017, I began pondering
the Newman Center’s use of its old, decaying and
outdated rectory. The living quarters attached to the
center had been empty for decades and was home to
books, furniture
and Newman
club projects
of the past – all
covered in dust
and reeking of
water damage
and mold.
After my
persistent pestering about a possible restoration
of the rectory, Fr. David Voss finally agreed. The
arrangement was that Joseph Polhlopek and I
would provide labor and oversight of the project,
and in return we would be able to live the rest of
our college days in the rectory. With permission
and thoughts that aspired to be a plan, the project

began the same day as the Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church renovation, which was highly
convenient due to availability of their dumpster!
Several Newman Club members and I began
ripping up carpet, tearing down walls and
disposing of the collection that had been deposited
in the rectory. After a long, hard day, the place was
beginning to take on a whole new look as one wall
had already been removed, but the project would
be abandoned for the rest of
the summer.
The project resumed when I
returned a few weeks before
classes in August. Demolition
continued alongside
installation of new plumbing
and electrical provided by
Richard Gilmore and his crew
and Joe and Joseph Polhlopek,
See "Rectory" on next page
St. Pius X Catholic Student Center | Gorilla Catholic Newsletter Spring 2018

"Holy Grounds"continued

"Rectory"continued

and more, which I already had a meeting about, I
strongly believe we will be too big for our hands to
hold eventually, which means future plans down the
line will just need a lot of help,” Polak said.
The coffee shop could use some extra help now as
well. Because it is an extension of the Catholic par-

respectively. Installation of new drywall and
insulation started with the hard deadline of Evan
Burke’s wedding (Father had scheduled mudding
while we were all gone).

ish and is not an LLC, all proceeds must go directly
to the church. This means it operates with the help
of volunteers, who can receive benefits such as
learning how to make coffee art and being eligible
for various scholarships.
“Any volunteer from any background that wants
to learn anything about this, I don’t care if your
Catholic, I don’t care if your atheist, I would very
much love it if you have time to come and help out,”
Polak said.
While Polak is the only one so far running the coffee
shop day-to-day, his sister, Rebecca Polak, contributes her time when she can.
“I like to stop by and visit him and get some cheap
but really tasty coffee,” said Rebecca Polak, junior
in psychology. “I’m also helping him out with it by
volunteering as a barista, which I’ll start with that
sometime soon.”
The coffee shop, officially named Holy Grounds,
is open from 8 a.m. to noon Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday. It is located in the kitchen of
the Newman Center and all are welcome to stop by.
Lattes cost $2 and frappes $3, affordable prices for
struggling college students in need of a quick yet
delicious caffeine fix.
“I think it’s a really cozy atmosphere and Matt will
make you feel welcome. It’s definitely worth stopping in to check out,” Rebecca Polak said. “Anyone
is allowed to come in the Newman Center, don’t let
the Catholic label prevent you from going in. I love
the coffee, I love the prices, and I love the barista
who started it.”
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It was at this time that I realized my eyes were bigger
than my handyman skills, and that this project was
of greater proportions than I had anticipated. When
we returned from fall break, the painting began
with the help of Jeff Wilbert, a Newman Club alum
and current Advisory Board member. A very large
collection of paint that had gone into SPX, Newman
Club floats and other projects over the years was
“professionally” mixed and applied to the walls.
Over Christmas break, the Polhlopek duo
refashioned cabinets from Father’s office and
shelving from rectory closets into cabinets and
countertops for the new open-layout kitchen.
Following a small hiatus for the 2018 Kansas
Catholic College Student Conference, work
resumed. Flooring from Derailed Commodity was
starting to hit the ground with the help of Amy
Lomshek’s older brother, Mark Smith. It was during
carpet installation when I learned that the tool you
kick with your knee is called a “knee-kicker.”
After the floor was in, the old forgotten place was
starting to take a new exciting form. The rectory
looked pleasant, smelled pleasant and was more
functional than it had been in years. The next
dramatic step was a visit from Bishop Kemme.
With his blessing, Joseph and I began living at the
Newman Center. As trim and finish work is being
finished up, the rectory looks to be a fruitful asset
to SPX as a possible home to chaplains, students or
campus ministers.
Exactly how the rectory will serve the SPX
community in the future is still to be decided,
but the perks include having a private chapel,
free Internet and the closest off-campus living in
Pittsburg! The project has given me a fulfilling end
to my time in the Pittsburg Catholic community as
well as an opportunity to give back to a community
that has given me so much. So, here’s to big ideas,
chop saws, good help, bad help, shop vacs, late
nights and a bright future for an exciting new era of
the SPX rectory!

TO THE HEIGHTS: A SECOND CENTURY CAMPAIGN

Beginning this summer, St. Pius X will be seeking support and pledges from our Alumni and
friends all over the country. Pittsburg State University especially serves college students in the
Diocese of Wichita in Southeast, KS, but also in Wichita, Kansas City, Joplin and many surrounding cities. Please consider first of all making a spiritual pledge to the campaign: offering a series
of Masses here or at your parish, Rosaries, Chaplets, Memorares, or sacrifices.
Please also consider making a pledge to the campaign to be part of such an exciting time in
Catholic College Ministry. We will be publishing further campaign information in the summer and
fall. Thank you in advance and keep us in your prayers!
Spiritual Pledge:_ _ _________________________________________________________________________
Name:___________________________________ Address:_________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________ Email:___________________________________________

Did you meet your spouse at the St. Pius
X Catholic Student Center?
We are collecting names and stories of couples that met through
the Newman Club. If you would like to be part of the collection,
please email your story and memories to
spx@catholicgorillas.org
or mail them to
St. PIus X Catholic Student Center,
301A East Cleveland, Pittsburg, KS 66762.
Look for a feature story of several couples in the
Fall 2018 Newsletter.

The men of the Nemwan Club joined together
this year to form the newest Knights of Columbus
Council in Kansas. The Grand Knight is Alex
Wilson, a sophomore from Paola, Kansas.
Council #16954 has already began their service
through helping Our Lady of Lourdes Council with
fundraisers and have plans to help a local family
with home improvement projects. Though newly
formed, Wilson is excited about the opportunity for
growth. “This will be a good way for us to get
involved in the community and make a difference.
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Catholic Campus Ministry at Pittsburg State University since 1913
We are continuously updating our Alumni and Friends list and encourage you
to help in this effort. Please take time to fill out the envelope enclosed in this
newsletter or visit CatholicGorillas.org with updated information. Also, if you
know of other Newmanites who are currently not receiving the Gorilla Catholic,
please send their information to us!

Do you want to keep up to date on weekly activities at St. Pius X?

PSU Newman Club

@PittStCatholics

"KCCSC 2018" Continued

from their region. Also, a special holy Mass was celebrated
by Archbishop Naumann where
students were
able to experience the love
and joy of the
Eucharist with
their peers from
across Kansas.
On
Saturday
evening,
students enjoyed a

banquet where Farris presented for his conversion to the Catholic
another speech specifically relat- faith. To conclude the activities of
ing to Father Kapaun,
the weekend, Mass
a priest from Kansas
was celebrated before
who worked with sol- “I Want to Grow the students returned
diers in the Korean
to their college parin God.”
War.
ishes. KCCSC was not
~Joe
Farris
To wrap up the weekonly a conference
end, students heard
to learn more about
from one last speaker, Dale Catholicism but also a chance to
Ahlquist, who told the story of grow in faith, friends, and fellowG.K. Chesterton, a man known ship.
not only for his intelligence but
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