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Kramer brings years of experience to
center as development coordinator
By Robbie Grabendike

Donations are still being
accepted for the 2016-17
St. Pius X Catholic Student
Center Annual Appeal!

For more than 50 years, Dr. Larry Kramer
has been anything but a stranger to
Catholic education. From coaching football
to serving as president of a Catholic
university, Kramer has done it all. His
story begins humbly in the town of Garden
Plain, just west of Wichita, KS. After his
graduation from Garden Plain High School
in 1957, Kramer joined the Army and after
six months of active service became a part
of the Pittsburg Army Reserve unit.
The fall of 1958 brought the beginning
of Kramer’s Pitt State football career –
culminating with a national title in 1961
– and his first encounter with the Newman
Center. The chaplain at the time was Fr.
Bob Kocour, an uncle whom Kramer had
long admired. Kramer’s experience at the
Newman Center was not too different than
it is for students today. Attending Mass
and participating in the Catholic culture
that surrounded the sacrament, Kramer
made lifelong friends and received the
confidence to encounter the secular world
in a way that only a Catholic can. “As I visit
St. Pius X Catholic Student Center, it is
exciting to see the students experiencing
these same life-forming experiences,” says
Kramer.
After Kramer
earned his
teaching
certificate at PSU
in 1962, he joined
Fr. Reagan and
Fr. Gerber (who
would become
Bishop Gerber
a decade later)
at what is now
known as Bishop
Carrol Catholic

Kramer in his PSU football jersey

It's not too late!
Our Annual Appeal is
still open.

Checks are made payable to St.
Pius X Catholic Student Center
and mailed to 301-A East
Cleveland, Pittsburg, KS 66762.

St. Pius X Catholic Student Center Developement Committee (left
to right): Fr. David Voss, Joe Hart, Nancy Evans, Larry Kramer

High School in Wichita. In addition to
teaching, Kramer coached football, which
gave him his first taste of development
work raising money for uniforms. In 1973,
Kramer became the principal at St. Joseph’s
Catholic High School, which would later
become St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic High
School in Shawnee, KS.
In 1976, Kramer returned to college
and eventually earned his doctorate in
education from the University of Kansas.
From there, he became vice president of
St. Mary’s of the Plains College in Dodge
City, KS. Kramer would serve in that role
until 1985 when he was named president
of Avila College in Kansas City, MO. After a
long stint there, Kramer helped with a wide
variety of projects and institutions.
Now, after such a long and successful
career in Catholic education and
development work, Kramer brings his
talents and experiences back to St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center as development
coordinator. With his help, the center
will be better able to prepare students
for successful professional careers and
dynamic Catholic discipleship for many
years to come.

To donate via credit or debit
card, please visit our website at

CatholicGorillas.org

under the Alumni Tab, click the
Donate Now button or use the
QR code below.

We hope you will consider
making a donation to St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center.
Our current total is $20,480,
thank you to those who have
supported us.!

All donations are tax deductible
as allowed by law.

We greatly appreciate
your financial support
to help us carry out
our mission!

A Message from Father David
We had a very exciting fall at St. Pius
X. I write just after having Chuck
Smith, the retired St. Mary’s Colgan
football coach and Newman Club
alum, speak for Theology on Tap.
He said when he was 18, he felt like
he’d really lived 18 years. The next
40 years, however, went by so quick.
Chuck now has a granddaughter at
St. Pius X, and is a regular supporter
of our work with the college students.

for our ministry, but also a feasibility study for a capital
campaign. The feasibility study has been approved by
Bishop Kemme, so Larry will be beginning the study to be
concluded in February.
As we have been communicating, Bishop Kemme, last
year at Banquet and Ball, announced that St. Pius X would
again have a full time chaplain and would eventually
become a standalone center in Pittsburg! Bishop has a
heart for college campus ministry, and it shows by his
decision to help develop St. Pius X into an even more
active ministry on campus. This also means that we
have to do better work at fundraising and developing a
permanent community of extraordinary Stewards of St.
Pius X. I like to call this group Friends of St. Pius X.

I often feel the same after being a priest for 5 years.
Tempus fugit, time flies as the old saying goes. Some
of the most memorable moments, this past semester,
have been the annual Halloween party (where the old
miner costume won the grand prize), our back to school
activities with BBQs and volleyball, paintball with the
Back-to-School getaway, and our homecoming float
themed “the Gus goes to:”

Friends of St. Pius X would be those people, that join us
in prayer and, occasionally, for events to share their time,
talent, and treasure with this essential ministry. You may
ask, “do you want people to tithe to St. Pius X?” I expect
the students to pray about what God is asking them to do
with what He has entrusted them, but for the Friends of
St. Pius X, our Dioceses all have formulas for stewardship
of treasure. In Wichita, it’s 8% to your parish, and 2%
somewhere else. I would hope we are somewhere else that
you would want to support.

As fun as the social events are, I really sense that the
Eucharist is the heart of everything we do. The most
regularly attended events at St. Pius X are our daily
Masses. On All Saints Day, we had candle lit Mass, which
was beautiful as always, especially with the Pittsburg
community joining us for the Holy Day, and All Souls Day
we had an Extraordinary Form liturgy which draws the
focus at the end to the funeral pall with six candles that
represents all the Faithful Departed.

Thank you to all who do support us regularly through
monthly giving and in our first annual phon-a-thon. Don’t
forget, there is still time to give! Especially, give us your
prayers for the work with the college students.

Please keep our center and its development work
especially in your prayers. Our Newman Club alum, Dr.
Larry Kramer, has been assisting us in moving forward in
developing not only annual funding and planned giving

God bless,

Financial Update
Part of our strategic plan is to be more financially sustainable. Part of that is to publish regular updates on our finances.
Our expense budget for the year is $149,000. This includes the Newman Club meetings, Wednesday lunches, trips and
travel, retreats, building operating cost, personnel, development, and supplies. This number is actually pretty low in
comparison to most college campus ministries, but I like to think we're fairly wise with our resources.
Our income looks like this for the year:
Collections
Trust Income
CDOW Support
Donations
Memorial Fund Earnings
St. Pius X Income

Projected for all 2017
$ 5,200
1,600
33,500
10,000
33,091

2017 Year to date
$ 3,510
410
Gerard Eck, sophomore from
Colwich, makes calls during the
11,167
phonathon.
22,335
20,258

$83,391

$57,681

A few points:
1. Our budgeted expenses are $149,000 and our income is projected at $83,391. This is mainly due to Our Lady of Lourdes in the past providing financial
support by covering the costs of the chaplain. We are including this in the budget now to give a real picture of what the true cost of St. Pius X.
2. The Trust Income, Catholic Diocese of Wichita Support, and Memorial Fund Earnings don’t change. The Memorial Fund earnings get used each
month when our costs exceed our income for the month. The collection and donations are the big variables.
3. We have obviously done better so far this year in collections and donations than projected. That is very positive. Not included here is about
$20,000 we have in our PSU Foundation account through the Newman Club. Including that, our income is still below our $149,000 expense
budget, but we aren’t as bad as we thought. Great work to all who help in our development efforts and who give on a weekly basis!
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Kitchen remodel serves up great experience
By Thomas Spachek
As a sophomore at St. Mary’s-Colgan High School, I play
football, compete in track, and am a member of the
Scholar’s Bowl team. I have two amazing older sisters, and
I like to scuba dive whenever I get the chance!
To earn the highest rank in Boy Scouts, one of the final
requirements is to develop, lead, and complete a major
social project. I was ready to take that next step but was
having trouble coming up with productive and relevant
ideas. Early last winter, my troop was helping Father David
Voss do some repairs to the flooring at St. Pius X Catholic
Student Center. As a former scout, Father David knew I’d
soon be needing to complete my Eagle Scout project, so
he asked if I had one in mind. When I said I didn’t, a smile
appeared on his face and his eyes got a little brighter . . .
and then he quickly ushered me into the Newman Center’s
kitchen.
From the beginning, I had in mind all the PSU students
who would be using the kitchen. I also realized that
the SPX staff does a lot of cooking in there and that
parishioners often use the area for different events
and meetings. Previously, it was a cramped area with
inadequate counter space and a less-than-cooperative
stove. I met with Father David, various designers,
plumbers, electricians, and contractors, all in an effort to
meet expectations and fulfill my vision for the space.

SPX kitchen pe-renovation

SPX kitchen in mid-renovation

We moved a wall and created a pass-through area that’s
great for a serving line, but it can also be used as a sitdown bar for eating. We also added another stove, more
storage area and counter space, as well as a rolling island
with storage. Since completion, I’ve heard from numerous
people that they can’t believe the reformation. They say
it looks like an entirely different kitchen! We recently had
our sophomore retreat at the Newman Center and even
my classmates were stunned with how I’d rebuilt and
refurbished that area.
The process was almost always fun, but it definitely
wasn’t always easy. I learned how hard it is to organize
a large-scale project, coordinating workers and sticking
to timelines. And then once the big things had been
completed, it seemed like there were still about 10,000
little things I needed to do before the project could be
deemed finished. About 30 people helped work on the
project, and a lot of help came from my dad, my mom,
my sister Rebecca, and members of my troop. Together we
logged more than 100 man hours on the project.
I’ll definitely consider attending Pitt State in the fall of
2020. I already have the pleasure of knowing several
professors, and I know it’s a great college with a fantastic
campus. And I also hear that the Catholic Student Center
keeps looking better and better too!

SPX kitchen completed

Thomas with his completed project.
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Spotlight on Alumni

Receiving my call to the priesthood – while a
PSU grad student
By Rev. Colby John Elbert
As a former Newman Club member at PSU, I want to share
the story of what led me from graduate school Gorilla to
Roman Catholic Priest for the Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau in Southern Missouri.
I began graduate school at Pitt State in 2010, entering
the School Psychology Ed.S. program and working as a
graduate assistant for International Programs. Being from
Joplin, MO, and receiving my bachelor's from Missouri
Southern State University, I did not know many people in
the Pittsburg area. As I was getting familiar with campus,
I found myself standing in front of the St. Pius X Catholic
Student Center. When I entered, there was a group playing
cards who welcomed me and later became a healthy and
faithful community for me.
At that time, my presumed vocation of Holy Matrimony
seemed to be on hold because my relationships seemed
to keep finding dead ends. I did not realize at the time

Giving first blessings after the Mass of priesthood ordination with my cousin
(also a Pitt State grad) and his wife.

I remember late-night snack searching in the kitchen,
standing on my head to stay awake for paper writing,
busy-person retreats, spiritual direction with Sr. Marie
Therese, and many epic talks with chaplain Fr. Adam
Keiter. Fr. Adam was the one who invited me to a Project
Andrew Dinner, which I believe was one of the tipping
points to me discovering my vocation.
I ended up finishing the Master’s in General Psychology
after a short year and a half at Pitt State. As I left graduate
school to enter the seminary, I felt something akin to what
the first disciples must have experienced when they left
their fishing nets on the shore. Deep down I knew I wasn't
going to come back to PSU as a graduate student, but the
road ahead of me was still unknown.

A Halloween party at the Newman Center; guess who went as Bob Ross?)

that God was preparing me to discover my vocation to the
priesthood.
Life seemed especially difficult then. Higher education is
usually a time for growth, maturity, and transition, but I
had an experience of prayer, work, and school. Because
I spent a lot of time at the St. Pius X Chapel attending
Mass and praying with other members, the Newman Club
quickly became an excellent source of community.
In reflecting now, I also had a lot of communion with
those in the Psychology Department, International
office, and the Newman Club. I even made friends at my
apartment complex off campus and took communion to a
man in a local nursing home who helped build the pews at
the St. Pius X Chapel!
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Nearly six years later, I graduated from St. Meinrad
Seminary and was ordained a priest of Jesus Christ on
June 2, 2017. I strongly encourage you to take advantage of
all your opportunities in higher education and university
life, especially the chance to grow in your faith and
communion with
other Christian
disciples. Take
time to pray for
your vocation, and
know that I said a
Hail Mary for all of
you who happened
across this article,
which is only
one of countless
vocation stories.
(+J.M.J.)
After graduating with a Master’s in General
Psychology, I rang the bell with my grandfather.

Newman club members went all out to decorate
the St. Pius X Catholic Student Center for the
first game of the year with the Paint the Town
Red celebration. This years theme was Rodeo
Round Up.

Pittsburg State University and the St. Pius
X Catholic Student Center will be hosting
the 2018 Kansas Catholic College Students
Convention!
For more information, visit our website at
www.catholicgorillas.org

Students enjoyed the celestial event of
the Solar Eclpise on August 21, 2017
at St. Pius X Catholic Student Center.
Community and Students gathered at
Pittsburg State University to watch the sun
briefly disapear behind the moon for a
couple of minutes and wore protective eye
wear to witness the astrological anomoly.
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Catholic Campus Ministry at Pittsburg State University since 1913
We are continuously updating our Alumni and Friends list and encourage you
to help in this effort. Please take time to fill out the envelope enclosed in this
newsletter or visit CatholicGorillas.org with updated information. Also, if you know
of other Newmanites who are currently not receiving the Gorilla Catholic, please
send their information to us!

Do you want to keep up to date on weekly activities at St. Pius X?

Newsletters Printed By

PSU Newman Club

@PittStCatholics

Special thanks to Betty Schmitt for preparing
Wednesday lunches for the students of the
St. Pius X Catholic Student Center! We are
truly blessed to have you, Betty!
If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the
desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the
darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. - Isaiah 58:10
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