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My advice: Get involved now because time
passes quickly
By Jeff Wilbert, St. Pius X Catholic Student Center Advisory Board, '75
A little background: I attended St.
Mary’s Grade School and Colgan
High School, graduating in 1971,
and then I attended Kansas State
College of Pittsburg,
graduating in 1975.
Going to a Catholic
school from
kindergarten through
high school made the
transition to becoming
involved in the St. Pius
+Fò8JMCFSUt
+Fò8JMCFSUt X Newman Center an
easy one. Many of my high school classmates attend KSC,
so we just continued our Catholic formation in college.
One of the big differences was that some of my high
school sports rivals had now become my best friends.
The mission of the Newman Center was to foster the
spiritual, intellectual and social interest of the Catholic
students on campus. I was fortunate to attend at a time
when our chaplain was full time on campus and lived in
the apartment attached to the Newman Center. Fr. Joe
Gorentz was the chaplain my first three years, followed by
Fr. Ed York my senior year. Fr. Joe made you feel welcome;
he always had a smile on his face and was willing to help
you at any time. He wanted you to enjoy your experience
at the Newman Center and encouraged you to be as active
as possible. Fr. York came my senior year and carried on
many of the existing programs. Fr. York was the priest who
married my parents.
We had daily Mass and two Masses on Sunday. Each
summer, the Newman School of Catholic Thought
conference was held, attracting local students as well as
many from other campuses. This
conference regularly attracted
several well-known speakers.

301 A East Cleveland
Pittsburg, KS 66762
620.235.1138
CatholicGorillas.org

Address Service Requested

Spring/Summer 2016

Now he is Fr. Floyd McKinney and he serves within the
Diocese of Wichita.

Moments of Grace

I had the opportunity to serve as president of the Newman
Club. We had a very active club with more than 50
members (if I remember correctly), and I don’t know that
we really did anything spectacular. I do know that it was
a group who enjoyed each other’s company. We prayed
together, played together and laughed together – and
probably sometimes cried together. I still see several of my
friends from the Newman Center who have remained in
the Pittsburg area.

Student answers the call and discovers ‘it is in giving
that we receive’

Through my recent service on the Center’s advisory
board, I was able to give back for all that the Center had
provided for me. I encourage current students to take
advantage of all that the St. Pius X Catholic Center has to
offer. Time goes quickly, so do what you can right now. You
don’t want to one day look back and wish you had been
more involved. You have an opportunity to make lasting
friendships, so don’t miss this opportunity.
I believe that any program that helps strengthen the
students’ faith is critical for them. I have been impressed
with the number of students attending Mass. I think that is
a great testimony to the good works that take place at the
Center.
I have been blessed with the opportunity to share my time
with many organizations in our community. A quote I
have tried to live by: “You make a living by what you get;
you make a life by what you give.”

Catholic Campus Ministry at Pittsburg State University since 1913
St. Pius X Catholic Student Center Wish List
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Save the Date...
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC
STUDENT CENTER
HOMECOMING
Saturday, October 8th, 2016
You are invited to join the Newman
Club fellowship, food, and fun after
the PSU Homecoming Football Game!

Row 1:
Row 2:
Row 3:
Row 4:

Anthony Bartonek, Kimberly Kapler, Gina Ferraro, Steve Schmidt, Arleen McKinney, Rose·mary Simon, Nancy Wilbert.
Mary Anne Beatty, Karen Massoth, Kathy Meyer, Bonnie Orender, Eris Zagar, luann Nicoletti, Barbara McClaskey, Susie Peak.
Peter Madrigal, John Nonbello, Gwen Cathcart, Rebecca Buche, Pat Bartonek, Janie Pecnik, Theresa Heer, Clara Williamson.
Father Edward York, Jeff Wilbert, Richard Crager, Donald Ross, Charles Uhlrich, Phillip Harkins, Mike Barone.
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Watch for more information to come.

Guess What?!
We need your help! This is our wish list and you can help it become a reality.
Our students would ϐ if we could get your help to provide the
following:
Ȉ New Speakers for the TV Room ($776)
Ȉ Sponsor One Student for Kansas Catholic College Convention ($125)
Ȉ Sponsor Wednesday Free Lunches ($115 each week)
Ȉ New Cassocks for Altar Servers (2 at $61 each)
Help with one or more of any of these items would be appreciated.
We hope you will consider making a donation for wish list items or a general
unrestricted donation to St. Pius X Catholic Student Center.
Ȉ Checks are made payable to St. Pius X Catholic Student Center and mailed
to 301-A East Cleveland, Pittsburg, KS 66762.
Ȉ Online donations can be made by going to our
website, CatholicGorillas.org and clicking on ‘Donate
Now’ under alumni tab.
Ȉ Donations can also be made electronically by using
the QR code and selecting St. Pius X Catholic Student
Center from the list of options.
All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. We
 ϐ  
out our mission!
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The call to serve others can be difficult to
recognize as a young adult. Grace Geiger,
a sophomore at Pittsburg State University
and active member of the Newman Club,
was not only able to discover the call to
serve – she was completely captured by it!
Her experience in stewardship began in her
hometown of Kansas City, Kansas, in the
fall of 2015. Grace saw a need for assistance
in the inner-city schools of Kansas City,
where she tutored high school students in
math. In addition, she donated her time to
the Duchesne Clinic and Seton Emergency
Relief Center.
After leaving her hometown, Grace traveled
to New Orleans to volunteer with the
Bernard Project, assisting those whose
homes were damaged or destroyed during
Hurricane Katrina 11 years ago. The families
that she encountered showed reliance and
a motivation that was astounding. Some
homes
and
neighborhoods
haven’t been
touched since
the hurricane,
but the hope
of the families
that are still
trying to move
back home and
rebuild
their
neighborhoods
was
truly
inspiring.

A Message from the
Delevopment Committee:
Lunch with the Students
Recently, I had the opportunity

By Erica Stacey, Junior from Great Bend, KS

My years at the Newman Center gave me a better
understanding of how to live my faith when I joined the
workforce.

We had pancake feeds, Passover
suppers, Easter and Christmas
celebrations, intramurals,
homecoming float activities,
Halloween parties, canoe trips,
numerous meals in the social hall
and the annual banquet and ball.
During my Newman Center
days, Floyd McKinney was also
a member of the Newman Club.
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Not skipping a beat, Grace ventured in
October to McAllen, Texas, working both in
Texas as well as just across the border into
Mexico. While there, she worked as a Public
Health Volunteer and Refugee Missionary in
both the United States and Mexico.
“One of the things that stood out to me the
most was the connection we can have to
everyone else around – how similar we are
to everyone else and even across borders
being able to communicate and relate to
the people there,” Grace said. “It is a little
hard to explain, but working at the border
helped me realize that as humans we create
divisions and borders among ourselves
when we are really all the same.”
Continuing on her journey of service, Grace
spent time at community centers focusing
on health education and nutrition and then
volunteering with the Catholic Charities
Refugee Center helping families transition
into life within the US.
While Grace’s ongoing story is unique to
her, it can be the basis of inspiration for
other young people to reach out to people
in need. Even if an act of service is simple,
and seemingly unimportant, it is beautiful
and can be life altering for those affected
through it. Grace’s story reveals plainly that
it is possible to make a difference in the lives
of those in need around us. Grace is a stellar
example of how, if allowed, one’s spirit can
be completely swept up in the need to help
others. By allowing herself to embrace these
See "Grace" on pg 2

to attend one of the weekly
luncheons at St. Pius X
Catholic Center. Sitting with
the students and enjoying my
lunch, I was impressed with the
number of students attending.
I was even more impressed
with the friendliness and the
relationships that seem to have
developed among the students.
These lunches are provided
free to the students every
Wednesday. They average about
50 each time. Many thanks
have to go to Amy Lomshek
and a few volunteers who
are responsible for putting it
together.
In the breaking of the bread
we share our love of Jesus.
When we gather at the dinner
table we share our love of
each other in the breaking of
the bread. These lunches again
reinforce our love of god and
our love of each other.
God’s blessings on all of you,
Joe Hart
Development Committee
Chairman, '59

A Heartfelt Message About Drama-Free
Relationships

From the Chaplain
WHY DO WE DO WHAT WE DO?
College is a time where students
begin to ask many important
questions for their lives; most
importantly: why? “Why do I go
to Church?” “Why do I do my
homework?” “Why do I have the
friends I have?” “Why do I spend
money on this?” We should also ask ourselves at St.
Pius X, “Why?” Why do we do what we do? Our mission here is very simple, bring people to encounter
Jesus Christ and form them as Christian Disciples.
Period. There is nothing more important than that
very simple goal, but yet very difficult goal to attain.
When I was studying to be a priest up in St. Paul, MN,
I was attending school at St. John Vianney college
seminary. At that time, there were so many seminarians there, the building could not even hold all of
us. People from outside of our seminary would ask,
“why are you so successful when many other places
are having trouble staying open?” The rector, Fr. Baer
(what a great name for the rector) would simply reply,
“we preach Jesus Christ, and He is the one that saves
souls.”
I have heard over and over again how passionate
people are about this Catholic Student Center. This
is a place where so many have met their spouses,
found their vocation to religious life or priesthood,
found their careers, made their best friends, or won
the homecoming events … Ok, maybe that last one
was not as life changing, but still important. (We did
win Yell Like Hell this last year.) People are passionate
about St. Pius X because that is where they encounter Jesus Christ, the Lord of our hearts, the one who
guides us.

For me, in my first year here, I reflect often on our
mission. How do people find Jesus here? How do they
find Jesus in our liturgy, through the choir, at candlelit Mass, through Thursday night formation? How do
they find Jesus through dodge ball, movie nights, clay
shooting and Banquet and Ball? How do they find
Jesus in their friendships, in the people they encounter, through the staff? That is why we do what we do.

Nationally known speaker Sarah Swafford shares her faith-based
insights with PSU students
By Anna Drenick, Graduating Senior from Pittsburg, KS
but she addressed the struggles men
The timing had to be more
have with dating as well. “I liked how her
than a coincidence. On the
talks are not just for one specific gender,”
day after St. Valentine’s Day,
said Joseph Polhlopek, sophomore in
Sarah Swafford captivated
Technology Education.
an audience of more than
70 college students in the
“Not every relationship is perfect, but
Overman Student Center
it’s great to know that we can all strive
Ballroom. In her speech titled
to have a great relationship with our
“Emotional Virtue, a Guide to
partner and God even though it isn’t
Drama-Free Relationships,”
perfect,” she said.
Swafford discussed tips and
provided encouragement
Through the help of the Our Lady
for young adults dating in
Sarah Swafford (center) poses with Newman Club members
of Lourdes’ Catholic Youth Ministry
the age of social media and
Jodi Stuhlsatz (left) & Megan Goetz (right).
Coordinator, Janice Dellasega, and the
text messaging. Swafford is a
Newman Club’s Financial Chair, Katelyn
Benedictine College alumna
Flood, Swafford’s event was open to not only Newman
who travels and speaks to young adults all over the world
Club members but also the entire student body. Although
about the ambiguous norms of dating in the twenty-first
Swafford’s message was inspired by the Catholic faith, it
century.
was still accessible and applicable to a variety of students.
“We hear a lot about the negative effects social media has
“She believes in God and it wouldn’t be right if she didn’t
on dating,” said junior in nursing Haley DeGarmo, “but
spend some of the time talking about her relationship
it was really nice to discuss how to work with technology
with Him,” said V.J. Piccini, a junior in accounting. “But a
instead of always against it.” Swafford’s message covered
lot of what she had to say didn’t matter whether you were
topics ranging from relatable examples of Facebook
Christian, Jewish or Muslim because it’s about how to be
stalking before a first date to the more serious dangers of
around people and how to respect people.”
becoming trapped in a cycle of use, which resulted in a
pledge by the students to avoid using and being used by
Based on the success of this event, the Newman Club will
other people for love or attention.
continue reaching out to the entire campus to evangelize
and connect with the community.
Swafford’s speech was not only targeted at young women,

Of those events, what has impacted me the most
this year? I really loved taking students to visit the
Missionaries of Charity in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
The hearts of those sisters are just so pure and dedicated, that one cannot help but find Christ while
working with them. I have also loved doing the candle-lit Mass and adoration. At first I thought, “how
many would really come to Mass just for candles and
singing to Jesus,” but the response from the students
was incredible. People would come to pray in that
dark candle-lit chapel and many would stay and pray
with our Lord. What a blessing that was.
We have received many blessings here, but I’d like to
ask your prayers for another blessing. Our physical
building has been patched and repaired for many
decades. In some parts, the roof is literally falling in.
Please pray for guidance for our Catholic Student
Center and Our Lady of Lourdes parish to find the
best course of action for the future of this building.
The future of Pittsburg State University is very positive with record growth. The future of the ministry
here has incredible opportunity. The future of this
building also has great possibilities, but we need to
unite together to form a vision for that future. Thank
you so much for your prayers and support, I am truly
blessed to be a part of this great work here.

Fall 2016 Calendar of Events
August:
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September:

w8LISPSK]SR8ET
w&EGOXS7GLSSP+IXE[E]
at Sky Ranch
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"Grace" Continued
opportunities, Grace has changed not only the lives of
those she worked with, but also her own life.
“It was an experience I will hold dear to my heart for the

rest of my life. I truly enjoyed getting to experience new
cultures and meeting such wonderful people along the
way. I loved being able to see the happiness of so many who
had so little.”
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October:

w2I[QER'PYF1IIXMRK
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October, cont.
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November:
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December:

w2I[QER'PYF1IIXMRK
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party
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St. Puis X Student
Activities:
Thursday Night Formation
Book Discussions
Free Lunch Wednesday
Movie Nights
Dodgeball
Praise and Worship
Intramurals
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