A Homecoming Week to Remember
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By Anna Drenick, Junior from Pittsburg, KS
Good Times, Come On!
The following Saturday morning proved
to be another winning day, not only for
the Gorillas but also for the Newman
Club. Eddie Rangel, Chad Garrett, Zach
Weber, and Keaton McCracken designed
the Homecoming ﬂoat, which ﬁnished
second in the mini-ﬂoat division.
Although their design was a simple
cross and platform, their old pickup
truck brought character because it has
survived quite a few decades. Several
students attended and walked
along the parade route, some
even in costume. Zach Weber
graciously volunteered to wear
the gorilla suit while Aaron
Gouvion dressed as if he stepped
out of the 1960s with bell-bottoms
and a furry vest.

What a week! The 2015 PSU Homecoming events
were not ready for the Catholic Gorillas this
year. The Newman Club elected candidates V.J.
Piccini and Maga Chase to represent as our King
and Queen candidates. Although they were not
selected, V.J. and Maga represented our club with
their friendly personalities and inviting smiles
(and don’t forget
V.J.’s dance
moves).
The theme
of this year’s
Homecoming
was Through the
Decades, and
the Newman
Club proved to
be the Dancing Queens. On Thursday night,
20 members shook their groove things at
Yell Like Hell. Under the leadership of Alex
McCormick, the students practiced for
months to perfect their crisp moves, lively
facial expressions, and creative cheer. The
footloose and fancy-free Newman Club
placed ﬁrst in the co-ed division, beating groups like
Dance Club and Residence Hall Assistants, for the ﬁrst
time in more than three years. It was a night to Celebrate
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After an exciting and close
Homecoming football game,
students and alumni gathered together at the St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center for Mass and we gave thanks for
all of the week’s many blessings.
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We are continuously updating our Alumni and Friends list and
encourage you to help in this effort. Please take time to ﬁll out the
envelope enclosed in this newsletter or visit CatholicGorillas.org
with updated information. Also, if you know of other Newmanites
who are currently not receiving the Gorilla Catholic, please send
their information to us!

Do you want to keep up to date on weekly activities at St. Pius X?

By Madeline Woolsey, Freshman from Salina, KS
Going away
to college is
hard, especially
when you’re
four-and-a-half
hours away from
home. Because
Pittsburg is so
far away from
my hometown
of Salina, it was
very comforting to know that I could
go to the St. Pius X Catholic Student
Center for something familiar. The

word “Catholic” means universal,
but until this year, I hadn’t fully
experienced what that meant. Going
to St. Pius X and being surrounded
by fellow Catholics is like getting a
package from home; it’s something
familiar in an otherwise alien place.
This was a welcome comfort to me
during my ﬁrst few weeks here.My
roommates came to Pittsburg with
several members of their graduating
class. This meant that they already
had connections around campus.
I, on the other hand, didn’t know
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anyone, which made going to St.
Pius X so welcoming. It’s a great
place to meet new people and learn
more about your faith. Visiting St.
Pius X makes me fully appreciate the
meaning of the word “Catholic.” In
fact, I can go anywhere in the world
and ﬁnd a church celebrating the
same Mass that I know from home.
This is what makes the Catholic
Student Center at PSU so welcoming;
it offers a familiar sense of home as I
page through this new chapter in my
life.

PSU Newman Club

@PittStCatholics

"Chaplain" Continued
Christ knows how to guide them. Every student in college,
Catholic, non-Catholic Christian, or other faith, should
have that opportunity to know the God who loves them,
and then be formed in that relationship.

and has a wonderful history of supporting the mission
here. Continue to be a part of that mission so new students
can continue to come to know and follow Christ in their
lives here at Pittsburg State University.

Please support us in this mission. Pray for us, have Masses
offered for the students here, come to visit, say hi after
Mass when you visit. The St. Pius X community is very large
St. Pius X Catholic Student Center | Gorilla Catholic Newsletter Fall/Winter 2015

This past summer, I was
very blessed to receive the
assignment of being the
new chaplain this year at the
St. Pius X Catholic Student
Center. I knew the past
chaplain, Fr. Adam Keiter,
very well from Wichita from
our time in seminary and now in the priesthood. We went to the same high school in
town, although not at the same time, but
he did know my older brother. I can tell Fr.
Adam did wonderful work here these past
years because the students here are joyful,
excited, and always looking for new ways to
serve Christ in their lives here at Pittsburg
State University and at St. Pius X. Many
thanks to Fr. Adam for his wonderful work
and many prayers to him as he continues
his new assignment as the rector of the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Wichita.
As I mentioned before, I am from Wichita.
I was born and raised there. I went to both
Catholic and public schools growing up,
and eventually to Bishop Carroll Catholic
High School, class of 2001. Following graduation, I attended Kansas State University
where I received my bachelor's degree in
Music Education. At K-State, I was involved
in their Catholic student center, St. Isidore's,
and helped found the Catholic Men's House
called Chi Rho. Following K-State, I entered
into seminary formation for the Diocese
of Wichita who sent me first to St. John
Vianney Seminary in St. Paul, MN on the
campus of the University of St. Thomas,
and later to Kenrick-Glenno Seminary in
St. Louis, MO. I was ordained by the grace
of God by Bishop Michael O. Jackels in 2012

and spent my first three years of ordination
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church
in Wichita. Now I have the pleasure to serve
at St. Pius X.
One of the gifts that Fr. Adam left the campus center before he left was the new St.
Pius X Advisory Council. The council is
made up of 12 members and various committees from the permanent community
who assist the chaplain of St. Pius X in the
mission of the student center. What is the
mission of St. Pius X? The advisory council
discussed this very issue. The consensus
was to keep the mission simple, meaningful, and effective:
"The St. Pius X Catholic Student Center
is dedicated to evangelizing students at
Pittsburg State University and forming them
into disciples of Christ."
The beauty of such a simple and straightforward mission is to really focus on what
we are doing here: bringing Christ to the
students. Our mission is all about Jesus
Christ. Everything we do here, whether it is
related to mission work, social, educational,
or spiritual: Christ is the purpose, Christ is
the center, and Christ is our goal. We are
here to bring new people to meet Christ and
walk with them on that journey. If we as a
student center and larger community want
to continue to grow and build on the great
foundation that has been laid for us, this
must be our focus.
Young people today are hungering for
meaning, thirsting for hope, and longing
to make a difference in this world. Many of
them do not know how to do that yet, but
See "Chaplain" on back pg

The Development Committee is
part of a newly formed Advisory
Board established and meeting
for the first time on
November 2, 2015.
What is the goal for
development?
The goal is to bring the
Catholic Center students
of today together with the
former students (alumni of
the Newman Club) together to
make the Catholic Center the
best that it can be. The success
of the Newman Club didn’t just
happen with today’s students,
but is a continuance of past
generations who endeavored
to make God a part of their
college experience.
What does this mean for you?
We are asking for your input on
how we can help you become a
continual part of
St. Pius X Catholic Student
Center

What would you like for this
committee to accomplish?
I’m sure that many of you have
had wonderful experiences
with this Newman Center or
perhaps others. You might
have some excellent ideas
for increasing awareness or
interest in the Catholic Center.
Give us your ideas.
Joe Hart Committee Chairman
joeh@59.kscoxmail.com

Gracias, Santo Padre

Singing at the Pope’s Mass in Paraguay was a life-changing experience

The whole country stopped
during the three days he was
there, July 10-12, 2015. The air
was filled with a joy of consolation because the messenger
of Peace and Love came to us
to revive the hope that our
country seemed to have lost.
Not only did he attract the Paraguayan
citizens’ attention but our fellow
Argentinian
and Brazilian
brothers were
also present,
as well as other
inter national
guests. Pope
Francis became
the only story
in town. All
hotels and restaurants carried the coverage of his visit.
All Billboards
had his face, as well as T-shirts, statutes, thermoses, and key chains.
It was in the final Mass that I sang
with the choir. Mass was staged in
a large field outside the capital. The
altar was made with 32,000 corncobs
and 200,000 baby coconuts, pumpkins, gourds, and seeds. In each coconut, people put their name, family
name, or any special intention. An

Newly formed St. Pius X Advisory Board will set path, provide stability
By Amy Lomshek, St. Pius X Catholic Student Center Administrative Assistant

By Maga Chase, Junior from Paraguay
Who would ever
have thought the
Pope would choose
to visit Paraguay
this summer and
that
I
w o u l d
be there
singing with the choir at his
Mass?! It was a blessing to be
able to go home and be with
my family and my country to
receive Pope Francis.

Faith Forward in Motion

image made with native seeds of St.
Ignatius of Loyola and of St. Francis
of Assisi was on each side of the altar,
representing the Jesuit and Franciscan
mission that evangelized Paraguay.

The festive atmosphere was also
seen within the choir. We were 500
members who
practiced every
Saturday and
Sunday
for
three
hours.
The members
ranked from
experienced
musicians to
people
who
had
never
before
read
music,
and
they were not
all from the capital area. Some lived
six or more hours away and came
only for the practice. There was a huge
commitment, hard work, and energy
throughout the months of practice.
We were constantly reminded that
this was not for our glory, but it was
for Him who loved us so much to send
us his Apostle. We prayed after each
practice and asked for God´s guidance in this task.

The day before the Mass we had a
Vigil Mass and slept in a school. We
left around 4 a.m. from the school
and arrived at the location where
the Pope’s Mass was going to
take place. I can’t adequately
describe how it felt hearing
Mass from the Pope live and
in person. I will admit I had
tears several times because I
couldn’t believe this was happening.
During the Mass his message was very clear. We won’t
make others understand the
logic of the Gospel with arguments or strategies, but only
by simply being hospitable
– by making others feel welcome and at home in the Church that
Jesus always dreamed of. We do this
so that we will not suffer the greatest evil and destruction that being
alone can cause. We have to keep
our doors open, especially the doors
of our heart. In this way, being like
our Mother Mary who housed God’s
words and delivered them, trusting
that “God will bring the rain and our
land will give its fruits.” I feel blessed
to have experience this once-in-a-life-

time opportunity of seeing the Pope
and singing at his Mass with amazing
and talented brothers and sisters.
* “Thank you Holy Father” was the
name of the Hymn for his visit.

Two years ago,
Our
Lady
of
Lourdes Parish
began a project to look at the
needs of the parish and its missions through a
program titled
Faith Forward. In
a series of meetings,
surveys, and group studies,
the parish asked parishioners, students, and alumni
where improvements could
be made. It became clear
the group felt that establishing an advisory board
for the St. Pius X Catholic
Student Center was a vital
first step. With the high
turnover of students and
the regular rotation of chaplains, the Center needed a
well-established group to
help with transitions.
The resulting board consists
of 12 members. Others have
been appointed to serve on
four committees. Members
of the 2015-2016 St.
St. Pius X Advisory Board:
• Chairman: Tim Flood
• Vice-Chair: Nancy Evans
• Secretary: Becky Duncan
• Financial Liaison: Brian Coomes
• Communications Chairman:
Gregor Kalan
• Facilities Chairman: Greg Ward
• Development Chairman: Joe Hart
• Discipleship Chairman: Jon
McCormick
• Members at Large: Suzanne
LaTurner, Cassie Weber, Alex Yager,
Brad Wells
• Ex-Officio Members: Fr. David
Voss, Chaplain; Amy Lomshek,
Administrative Assistant; Keaton
McCracken, Newman Club Executive
Chair; Barbara McClaskey and
Kristen Humphrey, Newman Club
Faculty Advisors.

Members of the four committees:
• Communications: Paige Cortes,
Mike Carper, Denise Elder
• Facilities: James Compton, Jeff
Wilbert, Joe Firman
• Discipleship: Joe Schremmer, Mary
Myers
• Development: Nick Weber, Karen
Simone

Additional committee members will
be recruited, so if you are interested in
serving on a committee, please contact
the St. Pius X office.
St. Pius X Advisory Board Chairman
Tim Flood
The newly formed St. Pius X Advisory
Board is headed up by Chairman Tim
Flood, who is a member of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish and has worked
as a faculty member at PSU in the
math department since 1995, serving
as chair of the department since 2003.
What is your history with St. Pius X?
My first experience with the Newman
Center, as we used to call it, was when
I came to PSU as a freshman in the
fall of 1983. St. Pius X quickly became
my home away from home. Through
daily Mass, Fireside Theology, retreats,
or just socializing with other Catholic

students, I feel my experiences at St.
Pius X were crucial in my development as a Catholic. Many of the people
that I met at the Newman Center have
become lifelong friends. In fact, I met
my wife, Chris, at St. Pius X. She and I
have shared a wonderful life together
for over 25 years and have five children.
Our oldest son, Aaron, graduated from
PSU in 2014 and he met his fiancée
at the Newman Center as
well. Our two other collegeage children, Katelyn and
Nathan, attend PSU and are
active in the Newman Club.
When I returned to campus in 1995 as faculty, I was
not very involved with St.
Pius X. I have become more
involved over the years. I
welcome this opportunity to
help St. Pius X in achieving its mission of evangelizing the students at PSU and
forming them into disciples
of Christ.
Why do you want to serve
on the Advisory Board?
I have very fond memories of my time
at the Newman Center, and I know
firsthand the impact it had on my own
life and those around me. The college
years are such a pivotal time in a young
adult’s life. Often the course set during
this time sets the stage for the rest of an
individual’s life. Many Catholic youth
are brought up with a strong background and tradition in the Catholic
faith. The college years are often a
time for these young adults to either
embrace their faith or to turn away
from it. I have seen so many examples
of St. Pius X assisting young adults
through a variety of activities and programs in embracing their faith and
becoming lifelong disciples of Christ.
In addition, St. Pius X has a unique
opportunity on campus to evangelize
to students who may not have grown
up in the Catholic faith. I just feel a
need to give back to the organization
that played such an important role in
See "Faith Forward"
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"Faith Forward" Continued
my own formation and want to do all
I can to help it survive and thrive for
generations to come.
What are your thoughts on how the
Board could help the Chaplain and
the Newman Club?
We have been very blessed to have
many outstanding chaplains at St. Pius
X; however, as with all priestly assignments, these assignments are only temporary and often just a few years. By
the time a newly assigned chaplain
gains an understanding of the expectations at St. Pius X and develops a
plan for the future, they have very little
time to implement the plan before they
are moved to their next assignment.
Students are transient as well. We work
very hard at the university to get students in and out in four years. With so
much change in the students and the

relatively short tenure of the chaplains,
it has been difficult to develop a longrange plan and vision for St. Pius X, and
it is my hope that this newly formed
advisory council will be able to provide
that stability and long-range vision.
Also, through development activities,
the council will help to ensure the longterm financial stability of St. Pius X.
I am amazed by the breadth and depth
of the knowledge of the other members of the council. As I indicated, my
experience with the Newman Center
dates back to the early ’80s. We have
members on the council who have ties
back many more years. We also have
members who are recent PSU graduates and were active at St. Pius X as well
as others who simply have an interest
in St. Pius X and campus ministry. It

is my goal to assist this group in sharing their insights to make St. Pius X
even more effective in carrying out its
mission. I am often reminded of the
words of a wise colleague of mine at
the university. He often said, “You don’t
have to be bad to get better.” I think
that certainly applies in this case. The
St. Pius X Catholic Student Center is,
and has been for many years, effective
in ministering to the spiritual needs of
PSU students, but there is always room
for improvement.
***
Please keep Dr. Flood and the entire
Advisory Board in your prayers as they
begin serving the St. Pius X Catholic
Student Center. If you have any suggestions, please contact the St. Pius
X office at 620-235-1138 or spx@
catholicgorillas.org.

Praising God through the gift of music
By Joe Dockers, St. Pius X Music Director, Senior from Ost, KS
Just over three years ago a
dream began to build a music
program for the St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center
from the ground up. Up
until that point, music in the
weekend liturgies was rare or
nonexistent. Aspirations were
high, but through the work of
so many, the music ministry
was transformed slowly but
surely. Much of this began
when Fr. Adam Keiter was
still the chaplain here, and
has come to fruition through the
dedication of Fr. David Voss. Several
small changes have occurred to allow
for us to accomplish our main goal
of gathering a small choir to sing at
Sunday Mass. In 2014 a new, updated
Songs of Praise music book replaced
the old one. The next big change was
the replacement of our old, broken
sound system. With a new system and
new microphones we were able to add
more voices without overloading the
speakers. Now all that was left was
to make room for a choir in such a

small space, which turned out to be
as easy as taking out a pew from the
‘choir area.’ If someone were to tell
me that I would be directing a choir
at the end of my time here at PSU,
I would have thought their vision
for the music program was too lofty.
When the ministry grew from 4 to 20
people in just 3 years, however, the
goal became much more realistic.
With the goal in reach there was an
excitement that Fr. David shared,
“I’m excited to start a choir for SPX.
It is a great opportunity for students

to get involved in the liturgies
and share their time and talent
praising God with their hearts.”
Keaton McCracken, executive
chair of the Newman Club,
shared the same sentiments
saying “I wanted to join the
choir because I felt more
comfortable singing with 10
others rather than just maybe
1 or 2.” Building a choir allows
others to be more conﬁdent
in their talents. So many gracious
volunteers stepped up to make it
all possible. This project has been a
wonderful experience, and I am glad
that I was able to be a part of it. I’m
very thankful to all of those who have
helped, especially the new music
coordinator, Carol Smock. As I turn
this ongoing project over to her, I’m
conﬁdent that God will continue to
improve the music at St. Pius X every
weekend.
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