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Campus Ministry Makes an Eternal Impact
A New Chaplain to Carry Forward the Mission

Recently I read a talk given by Archbishop
Charles Chaput of Philadelphia regarding
the crucial importance of Catholic campus
ministry. The article resonated with much
of what I have felt for the last five years as
Chaplain of St. Pius X, because the formation we provide for college students comes
at a decisive point in a young person’s life. Studies indicate
it is during the college years that the majority of young
people make the choice to either continue in faith or abandon it altogether. Given this reality, Catholic campus ministry is indeed one of the most important ministries in the
modern day. How important you might ask? In the same
talk, Archbishop Chaput encouraged Campus ministers
to work diligently in their mission to form and evangelize
young people, affirming that their work “matters eternally because each human soul [they] touch is immortal.”
Catholic campus ministry facilitates and encourages an
encounter between Jesus Christ and a young person’s heart
and soul, and this encounter is capable of having a lasting
effect in the young person's life and in the world around
them. As the Archbishop observed, this effect can be so
powerful that it lasts beyond this world and into eternity..
When I arrived to St. Pius X in June of 2010, sensing the
urgency and value of campus ministry, I set about trying to
make St. Pius X Catholic Student Center a greater beacon
of light in the midst of Pittsburg State University. I built
upon the strong foundation of my predecessors, and set
about forming and evangelizing a new crop of students
through various programs in faith formation, retreats, mis-

sion trips, opportunities for silent and communal prayer,
and more. I witnessed great growth in the lives of many
young people, yet I know my work could have been better and I could have done more. Hindsight is 20/20 after
all. Serving as chaplain of St. Pius X has been a wonderful
experience I will cherish for the rest of my life, but my time
as chaplain has come to an end. In July a new chaplain, Fr.
David Voss, will take over. I am pleased to leave St. Pius X in
the competent care of Fr. Voss. He understands the gravity
of the ministry, and will endeavor to reach as many students as possible with the saving message of the Gospel.
To each of you, our alumni, friends, and benefactors,
thank you for your generous support and prayers during
my time at St. Pius X. You all have made it a blessing to
serve the St. Pius X family as chaplain. I ask you also to
give your support and prayers to Fr. Voss when he arrives
and assumes the chaplain’s post. I truly believe St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center is on the cusp of rising to the next
level and improving its work of ministry and evangelization, but it cannot happen without your prayers, support,
and collaboration. Anything you can do to help us in our
ministry is important because it will help young people to
encounter Jesus Christ. Remember, every human soul that
is touched at St. Pius X is immortal, and so the work we do
matters eternally. Help us make not only a difference in
this world, but a difference in eternity!
God bless you and keep you!
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Bone Marrow Registry: A Chance to Give the Gift of Life
By Britta Hess, Freshman from Murdock, KS
During my senior year
of high school, one of
my friends came up
to me with a handful
of papers and an anxious look on her face.
She explained that
someone at her parish
was in need of a bone
marrow transplant
but could not find a
suitable donor, and
then she proceeded to
ask me if I was interested in joining the
national registry.
I readily agreed, not really knowing what I was getting
myself into. I filled out the papers, swabbed my cheek in
the school bathroom, and handed everything back to her,
thinking I would probably never hear anything about it
again. A year later, while a freshman at PSU, everything
changed. After getting out of class one day, I noticed I had a
voicemail and missed call from a number with a New York
area code. Upon listening to the message, I found out that
I was a potential match for a patient who needed a bone
marrow transplant.
With a pounding heart, I quickly redialed the number and
listened anxiously as I learned that I was a close match for
a six-year-old girl with aplastic anemia. That was all I was
told about her at the time, but I had already fallen in love

with her. Before I even told my parents the news, I silently
decided that I was going through with this procedure no
matter what.
In the next two months, I filled out numerous amounts of
paperwork, went through several blood draws, and made
my first trip to Washington, D.C. for my physical and to
meet the team of doctors that would be performing the
surgery. On February 3rd, my mom and I returned to
Washington D.C. for the actual surgery.
In the method of donation that I participated in, I was put
under with anesthesia while the doctors extracted the bone
marrow from my pelvis using two large needles, one incision on each side. The surgery took less than an hour, and
after a night in the hospital, I was on a plane and headed
back to Kansas. I was stiff and sore for about a week and a
half but recovered more quickly than they had expected.
I recently got an update about my little patient. Her body
accepted my bone marrow, and she is out of the hospital
and recovering well without any major complications! My
entire body was filled with joy when I heard the news. I
cannot praise God enough for blessing both me and that
six-year-old girl. I hope and pray for the opportunity to
meet her someday. I have two little scars on my back, and
somewhere out there, a little girl has a new chance at life.
Note: If you would like to learn more about the bone marrow donation process, or if you are interested in joining the
national registry, please go to www.deletebloodcancer.org
for more information.

Gorillas SEEK – and Find – Ways to Grow in Faith
by Kathryn Wolfe, Recent Graduate from Pittsburg, KS
Before classes began in January, 17
Catholic Gorillas traveled to Nashville,
TN, to take part in SEEK 2015. The
conference for college students was
organized by the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS) and welcomed nearly 10,000 students for five
days. This year’s theme was “Seek what moves you,” and the conference
provided many opportunities for the students to learn about and grow
in many aspects of their faith.
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Seek Continued
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Sr. Mary Magdalene Recounts Her Calling to the Religious Life
by Anna Drenick, Junior from Pittsburg, KS
Sr. Mary Magdalene of the Immaculate Conception, formerly Carri Prewitt took her
Solemn Profession on January 1 of this year with the Dominican Nuns of Summit,
NJ. Sister attended Pittsburg State University from 2005-2008. During this time, she
was a member of the St. Pius X Catholic Student Center and was even Vice President
during the 2007-2008 school year. She graciously took the time recently to reflect
on her experiences here at the Catholic Student Center and to give advice to college
Catholics.
When did you first hear the call to the religious life?
I spent a lot of time praying in the Catholic Student Center chapel – a lot. It was
really a gradual process of acceptance on my part. At first, I was absolutely terrified.
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Sr Mary Continued
I would not admit that I was thinking about it out loud to
anyone. Then I made the Total Consecration of myself to
Jesus through Mary (St. Louis de Montfort) and in a single
moment God gave me that grace. Next, I was running
around telling everyone. In retrospect I realize at the heart
of the consecration is a renewal of Baptismal vows (rejecting Satan and all his pomps, avoiding sin, and leading a life
totally faithful to God forever). This firm foundation was
instrumental in my discernment.

What is the thing that surprised you most about the religious life?
At first I was very surprised by how normal, joyful, and
human everyone was. I was shocked by how dynamic the
day can be. The monastery is like a little city or a big huge
family that can operate on its own. Someone has to do
the cooking, the cleaning, and the bill paying; take care
of the temporal affairs, the laundry, and the soap making;
keep the library in order; make minor house repairs; do
the gardening; answer the mail, phone, or doorbell; not to
mention the hobbies. Sometimes a day can be very full and
include most of these tasks on top of praying seven times
a day and even recreation. There’s seldom a chance to get
bored, which is something I’m really grateful for.
In the long run, the most surprising thing always will be
human nature. No matter what, people continue to do the
most disappointing sinful things (all over the world, just
look at the news), but at the same time people surprise
you by doing the most incredibly generous things. This is

What advice would you give to those seeking a stronger
prayer life?
Keep it up, persevere. Be open to the movement of the
Holy Spirit in your life. Work prayer into your daily routine.
Pick a verse from Scripture, write it down, and stick it into
your pocket. Memorize it as you’re walking to class. In a
similar way, I carry the Psalms with me throughout my day.
Don’t be afraid and don’t let your fears get the better of
you. Put yourself out there for others and forget about your
own self-conscious worries. I remember I was ashamed
at first when leading the Rosary at the Catholic Student
Center because I didn’t have the Apostle’s Creed memorized. For about 3 months I refused to lead, then I messed
up the first time, practiced, and came back leading it every
Sunday without mistakes. I was afraid for nothing. I later
heard about a guy who had to memorize the Hail Mary
before training week of Totus Tuus. He was humble about
his ignorance and that’s what makes all the difference.
What advice would you give college students seeking their
vocation?
A vocation is a call, which requires a response. It’s how you
are going to be the happiest and the holiest. Sometimes
people think they are going to be miserable if they follow
God’s call and, of course, God doesn’t want you to be miserable trying to service.
Also, at first I thought being a nun was only for 60 year olds.
I just didn’t have a
lot of exposure to
young religious. I
remember reading the line from
1 Timothy 4:12,
“Let no one have
contempt for your
youth, but set an
example for those
who believe, in
speech,
conduct, love, faith,
and purity.” You
can be young
and holy. Look at
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassiti! In short, my three bits of
advice would include:

true of other people and for myself. I’m shocked when I do
incredibly disappointing, sinful, and selfish things. At the
same time I’m amazed by those moments of God’s grace
really at work within me. The real victory comes when
those moments of grace win out.

Don’t be afraid
Be open
Pray
God will take care of the rest.
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Shedding Light on the Mystery of the Shroud
by Amy Lomshek, St. Pius X Catholic Student Center Administrative Assistant
Is the Shroud of Turin the actual burial
cloth of Jesus? This mystery has
been around for ages and
was the topic
of two recent
presentations
brought
to
Pittsburg State
University by
the St. Pius X
Newman Club.
The group welcomed international expert
Russ Breault,
who presented

actual Shroud in
Turin, Italy, from
April 19 through
June 24. The large
crowd reflected
strong

interest

in the mystery
of the Shroud.
Travis Broxterman, former Newman Club member, said
that he has always been interested in history and the
Shroud of Turin. When he heard about the event, he made
plans to attend. “I think I always believed the Shroud was
the actual burial cloth and the presentation helped solidify
my belief,” Broxterman said.
Ray Ryan and his wife, Zoe Ann, also have a great interest in
the Shroud of Turin. “We are real happy that we were here.
I really felt like the Shroud was the actual burial

“Shroud
Encounter,” a fast-moving, big-screen experience that uses more than 200 images covering all
aspects of Shroud research. Breault also displayed
a life-size replica of the Shroud.
The 90-minute presentation covered the history,
science, art, and theories of how the image may
have been formed. Mr. Breault has been featured
in several national documentaries seen on CBS,
History Channel, and Discovery. He was interviewed last year for Good Morning America to
discuss the latest research, and he has presented
at numerous colleges and universities including
Duke, West Point, Johns Hopkins, and Penn State
among others.
The presentations at PSU, one held in the Bicknell
Center for the Arts and the other in Grubbs Hall,
attracted more than 500 students, faculty, and
residents of the four states. During the first event,
a free-will donation was collected to help offset the cost of
the presentations and to help support the local Catholic
Radio Station, KOOJ 93.1. The response was overwhelming, allowing the Newman Club to donate $1000 to help the
newly formed radio station grow its ministry.
The timing of the presentation was perfect as it took place
during Lent and just ahead of the 2015 Exposition of the

cloth, but this made it all the more acceptable to
me, and I really feel like he did a wonderful job
explaining everything,” stated Mr. Ryan.
The Newman Club was excited to host its first
event in the new Bicknell Family Center for the Arts
and was thrilled with the turnout. “The new building is really nice and worked well for the event,”
said Chad Garrett, Newman Club Executive Chair.
“Also, having the events on back-to-back nights
worked out well. Many people were thankful we
brought this program to campus, and Mr. Breault
really delivered a great presentation.”
If you are interested in learning more about
“Shroud Encounter,” visit Shroud Encounter.com.
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