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Charting a Course for the Future
For a time now, I have
been thinking a lot about
the goals of St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center,
and how to move this
vital ministry forward. As
you will read later in this
issue, we have initiated a strategic planning process called Faith Forward, where
many committed alumni and friends
have been working diligently to help craft
a strategic plan to guide St. Pius X for the
next five years. In this process, I have
heard so many great ideas and witnessed
so much passion for college ministry that
I look forward to the future with greater
excitement and hope. The Faith Forward
process has given solid benchmarks that
will help guide us into a brighter future,
and I am confident we are setting the
foundation to take this Student Center to
the next level!
As I see it, the overarching goals of any
Catholic Student Center should always
be to reach as many students as possible with the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
and to help them become committed
and intentional disciples for the work
of evangelization. It is true that in this
day and age, such a goal is a lofty one on
a secular university campus, but even
more so given the fact that so many of
our Chaplains at St. Pius X have had
to split their time between St. Pius X
and other ministries. So, in considering

the goals for the future, I am convinced
it is necessary to expand the involvement of our alumni and friends, and to
increase the Center staffing and programming so that our students can have
greater opportunities for growth in faith.
I am also convinced that this process
involves your input, and so we want to
hear from you. Please visit our website,
CatholicGorillas.org, to fill out a short
Alumni Survey, or feel free to email me
at fradam@catholicgorillas.org to share
your thoughts. We cannot plan for the
future without looking to the past for
guidance, in order to build on the traditions of those before us.
The ancient Greek philosopher
Aristotle taught that every human activity aims at some end or goal. This means
that before we set ourselves to action, we
start with a goal in mind and we work
toward that goal. I sincerely thank you
because your input is essential in helping
us to formulate those goals and plan for
the future of St. Pius X. Please keep us in
your prayers as we continue this process,
and know that you are always in our
prayers. May you have a blessed Advent
and Christmas, and may the joy of Christ
be in your hearts!
Yours in Christ,

Check out the back page
to see where they are

Students Bond at Back to School Getaway
Anna Drenick, Sophomore, English Major Pittsburg, KS

What is the best way to transition from summer break into

all of the fun activities and then the seriousness when we

the fall semester? A weekend away from homework of

attended Mass. No one had reception for their phones, so

course! This September, thirty-six members of the Newman

we had to mingle with everyone else and meet each other.

Club, including Father Adam

It was really nice.”

Keiter, attended Sky Ranch

The students were able to meet

in Quapaw, Oklahoma for

incoming members and recon-

the annual Back to School
Getaway. During their stay,

nect with old friends through

students soaked up the last

activities in the day with camp-

days of summer with water-

fires and s’mores at night. Sophia

slides, zip lines, and paint-

Olsen, a sophomore in Biology,

balls. Although the weekend

said, “My favorite part was the

was filled with games, there

social events like the paint-

was also time for prayer and

balling, the blob, and the slide.

reflection in the great out-

They gave us an opportunity to

doors among God’s creations.
Britta Hess, a freshmen in exercise science, said, “I
got to meet a whole bunch of really great people. I loved

get to know each other and form relationships that will
carry on through the year to come.”

A Strategic Plan for St. Pius X
Joe Dellasega, Strategic Planning Consultant
A committee of sixty loyal St. Pius X alums and friends are

Spirit is moving in this group of young people. It really gets

asking themselves how St. Pius X will remain vibrant into

me excited and makes me proud to be a part of this pro-

the future as part of a long range visioning process. The

cess. The enthusiasm that the students show makes me,

process, Faith Forward, is a comprehensive look at our mission, facilities, formation activities and alumni relations.
The committee has had an unprecedented amount of
engagement with students,

and all of us in the groups work all the harder to help make
their ideas and thoughts come to fruition.”
Nancy Evans – Faith Forward Steering Committee Chair

parents and other stakeholders of St. Pius X via surveys

“The Faith Forward initiative

and listening sessions. Now

provides St. Pius X Catholic

we would like to expand our

Center an opportunity to take

strategic thinking by getting

an inner look at itself to be

your feedback! Please go to

sure it is providing the best

CatholicGorillas.org and complete a short survey on how
you believe we can prepare for the future. We value your
feedback, and appreciate your help in making St. Pius X the
‘home away from home’ for future Gorillas!

tools necessary for our students to grow in their Catholic
faith. This comprehensive process has allowed alumni,
friends, parishioners, faculty and students the opportunity
to voice their concerns which will help set the direction for

“Working with the Faith Forward group for St. Pius X

current and future students at St. Pius X Catholic Center.”

Catholic Student Center has certainly shown me that the

Jeff Wilbert – Faith Forward Steering Committee Chair
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Called to Serve, Student Spotlight on Nicole Goetz
Amy Lomshek
What started as a thought in a student’s mind, became a donation of over
$2000 to the Southeast Kansas Catholic
Charities.

Nicole Goetz, senior from Wichita,
KS, saw a need in the community and
decided to help the less fortunate. Goetz

reached out to Johanna Winter, the SEK
Catholic Charities Director about raising money for those who are having
financial struggles. The result: the first
annual Walk for Charity. The walk was
held on September 6th and dozens of
walkers came to support the cause.
Funds were raised through donations
from local businesses, individual donors
and pledges from those walking. Nicole
chose Catholic Charities to receive the
proceeds of the walk because it is the
only organization in southeast Kansas
that assists with rent and utility services
regardless of income and employment
status. The organization also assists
with transportation for those who
need it.
Wendy Glick, director of development and community relations at
Catholic Charities, attended the walk
and was impressed by Goetz’s desire
to serve, noting that she (Goetz) has a

real heart for helping others and making a difference in her community. She
also pointed out that Nicole’s efforts
in organizing the walk not only raised
more than $2000, but also provided
community awareness for the work of
Catholic Charities in serving the people
of Pittsburg and Southeast Kansas.
“Nicole is truly an example of one
who is living the stewardship way of life.
Her gift of time and talent in organizing
the first every Charity Walk to support
the work of Southeast Kansas Services
at Catholic Charities is a blessing to our
program, and to those who come to us
in need” stated Glick.
Goetz’s willingness to help others does not stop with this one event.
She serves as the Service Chair on the
Newman Club’s Leadership Board, is
majoring in Physical Therapy and is
always willing to help around St. Pius X.

Alumni Update
Grace Simmons ‘14 and Travis Irion ‘13 were united in marriage on
June 7, 2014 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Wichita,
Ks. Father Adam Keiter officiated the ceremony and many Newmanites
attended.
Daniel Youngers ‘14 and Nicole Dooley were married on July 26, 2014.
Daniel graduated in the Spring and is employed by Coleman in Wichita,

Travis and Grace Irion

Ks. Nicole is a Senior majoring in Nursing at PSU.
Katie Merando Falk('10) graduated from KU Medical School
May 17th, 2014. She began her Family Medicine Residency at
Research Medical Center in Kansas City, Mo in June. She and
Steven Falk ('09) welcomed a little girl Elizabeth Claire on
March 20th. She was baptized by her cousin Father John
Fogliasso ('05) on May 17th as well.
Patrick (‘09) and Hillary (Wilson) (’11) Gorman welcomed
their firstchild, Luke Joseph Gorman, on September 17th. Luke

Steven, Elizabeth and Katie Falk and
Hilary, Luke and Patrick Gorman

weighed 9 lbs and was 22 inches long.

St. Pius X Catholic Student Center | Gorilla Catholic Newsletter Fall/Winter 2014

Class Offers Videos and Discussion on Theology of the Body
A Reflection by Patrick Knapp, Sophomore Psychology Major from Wichita, KS
If I had a quarter for every time I sat in a classroom and
asked myself out of frustration, “Why is this important to
what I’m studying?” I’d have to tighten my belt buckle, for
my pockets would overfloweth with quarters. VENDING
MACHINES, BEWARE! All kidding aside, at the heart of this
frustration is some element of fear of never being able to
apply what is being taught in the real world. Few classes
have been able to put this fear to rest.
After attending a Thursday evening faith formation class
at St. Pius X on “The Theology of the Body” I found I was
able to apply the material immediately. Our society habitually changes to adhere to its concept of what sex should
be, an act without consequences, a slippery slope indeed!
“The Theology of the Body” teaches that contrary to popular secular belief, the Catholic Church puts up guard rails

to keep us from plummeting down that cliff. I am grateful
that the church has such an ardent love for sex within the
marital relationship, instead of a judgmental hostility, like
some Catholics misconceive.
The content of “The Theology of the Body” is so vitally
important for all of us to know and teach others. The
Catholic Church is not about putting limits, rules, and saying “no,” but instead says “yes!” to striving for and achieving authentic sacrificial love. If there is any desire to grow
in your faith or a deeper relationship with God, take advantage of the opportunities. The result is a realization that
God has a strong desire to love you and make you happy.
Thursday night formation classes are definitely not a waste
of time. They might even be one of the more important
classes that I will take here at Pitt State.

Gorillas in Formation - Deacon Josh Evans
What years did you attend Pitt State?
I attended Pitt State from the Fall of 2006 to the Spring of
2008. I then transferred to the University
of St. Thomas where I received a BA in
Philosophy and Catholic Studies. I’m
currently studying at Mount St. Mary’s
Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland
where I will complete my seminary
career in May 2015.
How were you involved in the St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center?
I lived off campus, but I spent a lot of my time at St. Pius
studying, hanging out with friends and growing in my faith.
We would all attend the weekly Apologetics classes offered
by Fr. David. We’d all regularly attend Mass. I remember
that we’d go on rosary walks through the quad. My friends
and I would regularly pray Vespers (EP). Basically, St. Pius
did a great job of continuing my Catholic formation as I
moved into adulthood. The Center provided opportunities to carryout the duties of a Confirmed Catholic, i.e.,
evangelize by one’s life, sharing the faith, and growing in
love of God and neighbor.
What is your fondest memory spent at St. Pius X?
Some of my greatest friends were friends that I met at
St. Pius. I still stay in contact with almost all of them and
regularly meet up with everyone on holidays when I return

to Pittsburg. Some of the most fun times that I remember
were when we would all go out for The Big Event. The
Banquet and Ball was always a fun event to attend as well.
Oh, and I definitely enjoyed tailgating before Gorilla football games!
When did you first hear the call to the priesthood?
This is an interesting question, because I don’t think there
was specifically a “first time” in hearing a call. When looking back on my life, and seeing how God has placed me in
my particular family, at my particular high school, in the
particular town and giving me my particular friends, etc.…
It almost seems like God has pulled me along and directed
my life with where I am to go and what I am to do next.
Things sort of fell in place in other words. I had plans to do
other things with my life, but I was being led in the direction of seminary through prayer. I eventually figured that
I’d never know if I had a call unless I at least tried seminary
out. So I went and spoke with the Vocations Director, thinking I’d prove to myself that I am not called and simply go
to seminary for a year, and come back to Pitt State. God
seemed to have other plans…
What are you looking forward to the most when you are
ordained a priest?
No more school! No, over these past seven years God has
led me on an incredible journey where I met some really
great friends, learned a lot about my faith and myself,

Continued On Next Page
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Gorillas in Formation Continued
and what I ultimately believe is God’s

Find time to pray! Try spending 15

than falling in love in a quite absolute,

will in my life, i.e., to share in His

minutes 3 times a week in the chapel

final way. What you are in love with,

Priesthood. I look forward to coming

and see what God will do in your life.

what seizes your imagination, will

back to the diocese of Wichita and

One’s relationship with God is ulti-

affect everything. It will decide what

serving the people. I look forward to

mately the most important thing a

will get you out of bed in the morning,

meeting people where they are and

man or woman can have. The Diocese

what you will do with your weekends,

helping them try to move closer to

of Wichita is blessed with many great

what you read, who you know, what

God. I think this will be incredibly

priests; Fr. Adam is a fine example.

breaks your heart, and what amazes

fulfilling.

Seek them out and allow them to help

you with joy and gratitude. Fall in love

you grow in faith.

with Him and it will change every-

What advice would give Catholic col-

Quoting Pedro Arrupe, SJ: “Nothing

thing. Fall out of love with him, and it

legian (particularly those at St. Pius X)?

is more practical than finding God,…

will change everything.”

St. Pius X Welcomes Record Number for Annual Family Day Celebration
Amy Lomshek

The St. Pius X Catholic Student
Center celebrated 2014 Family Day at
Pittsburg State University with a cookout, tours of the Center and Mass. The
day gave family members a chance
to see the Center, meet the chaplain
and learn more about the programs,
classes and activities that are offered.
“The day was wonderful! The
food, the atmosphere, everything was
great!” said Linda Garrett, Girard, KS
whose son, Chad Garrett is the current Executive Chair of the Newman
Club Leadership Board. “The Catholic
Center has helped my son a lot. He
has really blossomed, made a lot of
friends. He has a great time when he
is here and loves all the activities that

are offered.”
Brent Brittain, Wichita, KS
who made the trip to Pittsburg to
celebrate Family Day for the first
time with his freshman daughter,
Becca, enjoyed the day and had
this to say about St. Pius X. “I
am impressed. The Center is bigger than it looks from the street.
Father Adam is very welcoming.
My daughter really enjoys coming
here.”
With the Gorillas taking on Ft.
Hays State for the Family Day football

game, the students extended an invitation to their “brothers and sisters”
in Christ, the Ft. Hays State Newman
Center. Six young ladies made the trip
and had a great time. “We were so

pumped to be invited to the Pitt State
Catholic Student Center. We’ve already
met so many great people and look

forward to starting a new tradition,”
commented Amy Bergkamp, Ft. Hays
Newman Club Member.
The event was the largest Family
Day celebration in recent years with
over 250 parents, siblings and students in attendance. "Family Day is a
time for students to show loved ones
their home away from home. It was
a blessing to have so many families
choose to spend the day at St. Pius
X. Our growth in student invovlement
is a reflection of the love and support
that began at home," stated Fr. Adam.
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Students “going” to SEEK Conference during Christmas Break
Presented by FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic University Students, SEEK2015 is an
adventurous five-day event in Nashville from January 1-5, 2015. This year’s theme is
“What Moves You” and challenges young adults to seek out the answers to the questions in life while learning from one another. To help them on their journey, the conference features many well-known speakers such as Chris Stefanick, Fr. Mike Schmitz,
Matt Fradd, Jason Evert and many more. As an added bonus, the participants will be entertained by comedian
Jim Gaffigan and Christian music artist, Matt Maher.
Katelyn Flood, Sophomore Biology Major is the student coordinator for the trip. “I knew about the conference
from friends from high school and thought it sounded like an exciting opportunity to branch out and get a different prospective on the young Universal Church,” said Flood. “I am excited to see the fruits of this conference and
to see how we can implement them here at the Catholic Student Center.”
St. Pius X is excited to be sending a group of 19 students to the SEEK Conference We would appreciate any support that you might give, especially your prayers for the students that they might have a life-changing experience.
Gifts may be sent to St. Pius X.

Updating Your Information with PSU
Please note that when you update your information with the PSU Alumni
Center, please indicate you would like to be tagged as affiliated with the
Newman Club/St. Pius X Catholic Student Center. This will help us keep you
up to date on the Newman Club and the happenings at St. Pius X Catholic
Student Center.
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