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Letter from the Chaplain
At the end of another academic year, I
have been reflecting on the many ways
the good Lord has blessed us at St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center. The Centennial
celebration of Catholic campus ministry
at Pittsburg State University, the increased
numbers of students attending daily Mass,
the great number of students involved in the daily life and
activities of St. Pius X—in all things, we have been richly
blessed this past year! This has reinforced for me the
manifest importance of Catholic Campus Ministry on the
college campus.
In my four years as chaplain of St. Pius X, I have seen a
great number of students come through the Center, be it to
pass some time, to stop in the chapel to pray, to sign up for
one of the many formational, service, or social events or to
seek out the counsel of a priest. There are many reasons
why students come to St. Pius X, but ultimately the motivation comes from one source. Every student who comes
through the doors of St. Pius X is looking for answers to
life’s deeper questions, whether they know it or not. They
are searching for those unchangeable truths of life in a
society that tells them truth is basically what they want it
to be. Ultimately they are searching for that one, eternal,
unchangeable Truth that is the greatest desire of every
human heart. St. Augustine, in his Confessions, long ago
penned the words that so eloquently illustrate this reality:

“You have formed us for Yourself, O God, and our hearts are
restless until they rest in you.”
This then is what sets St. Pius X apart from every other
building on campus at Pittsburg State University—the
Center exists to help students in their search for truth, and
most especially in their search for Truth Incarnate, Jesus
Christ. Moreover, students of today are still attracted by
profound examples of goodness in others and beauty in
the world, which speak to the soul on a much deeper level
than the things of the modern world. Thus, at St. Pius
X, we attempt to form students to live the goodness of
the Gospel in their daily lives, so that the beauty of Jesus
Christ might radiate forth to other students and that they
might be drawn to Him as well. Through truth, goodness,
and beauty, St. Pius X works to draw students who are at a
critical time in their young lives to a more profound consideration of human existence, and ultimately to the one in
whom their hearts may rest, Jesus Christ.
This is a wonderful and exciting mission we have at
St. Pius X Catholic Student Center! To form intelligent,
faithful, and committed young adults as disciples of Jesus
Christ is one of the greatest works of the Church in the
modern world. Please pray often for St. Pius X and for this
mission, that we may carry it out faithfully and for the glory
of God!
Yours in Christ,

Alumni Spotlight-Leo Brown
Amy Lomshek

Leo Brown, ’87, became involved at St. Pius X
during his second semester at PSU when Dave
Main, ’84, invited him to the Newman Center. He
became very active in the Newman Club and was
voted Mr. Newmanite in 1987. “I wouldn't trade
my NC time for the world,” said Brown. “I made
so many great friendships and have so many
wonderful memories. College years are so special
because you're going into adulthood and you're
away from your parents - at least in some ways and it's such a formative time in life. I don't know
if there is one special memory, but I know one
special person was Fr. McElwee, who I admired so
much through the last half of my college time and

still do.”
Fast forward 27 years and Brown’s faith
and dedication to others have grown as
shown by his career paths. For the last 16
years, he has taught theology at St. Thomas
Aquinas in Overland Park, KS. Brown is also
a first sergeant in Air Force Reserves and was
recently deployed to Afghanistan with the
455th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron. “As first sergeant, my job is to
ensure ‘good order and discipline’ are maintained in the squadron for two reasons. First,
so that we accomplish our mission and, second, to get home safely,” explained Brown.
Brown story continued inside

Thursday Night Formation
J. Fred Fox

The Catholic Student Center offers several faith formation programs through the week including one entitled
Thursday Night Formation. This course has been able
to cover topics from Pope Saint John Paul II’s Theology
of the Body last year, to Evangelization, to most recently
covering The Creed, a 12-part study series that guides
participants through the first of the
four Pillars of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. The Creed shows
the structure of the Catechism and
presents it as a “journey of faith,” not
just a list of faith facts.
Thursday Night Formation is able
to take a simple opening guide and
expand it to discussion, asking questions, and growing fellowship.
Beginning with a home-cooked
meal, the program is able to transition from a friendly get-together
to being an enriching evening with
God, based on the learning of a specific subject or topic.
“The Thursday night formation has become a more intimate group since we have delved into the creed. We have
studied the creed by reading the first part of the Catechism.
The reading of the Catechism has helped me to understand
why we believe what we believe. By learning about the

faith it has several impacts on my life. The first is that it is
much easier for me to appreciate my faith. Along with this
appreciation comes a deeper love for Christ and for my
faith. Another result of studying the creed is that I am now
more comfortable conversing about the faith. I would feel
much more comfortable talking to someone who has questions about the faith.” Aaron Flood,
senior.
My own experience has been an
insightful learning experience on
some of the tougher questions about
our faith. There is the potential for
immense spiritual growth during
this formation program. Whether
you come for the food, the fellowship, or to learn, Thursday Night
Formation makes for an intelligent
evening.
“This semester the subject was the
Catechism, going through a number of them to figure out their meaning and apply them
to life. Benefits? Indirectly we sit down and enjoy dinner
beforehand, conversation and friendship. Directly you
learn more about your faith, more about wisdom in living
and expanding your mental horizons.” Nathaniel Porter,
senior.

Chicago Mission Trip
Aaron Gouvion
During Spring Break, St. Pius X sent a group of students to
Chicago to work with the Missionaries of Charity, the religious order founded by Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
The Sisters dedicate their lives to serving the poorest of the
poor. We spent the week helping in their
soup kitchen, where we cooked the food
and served it to the poor. On Wednesday
night, we packed up 60 bags of food
and drove through the streets of Chicago
giving them to the homeless. When we
were not at the soup kitchen, we helped
the sisters paint their guest quarters. In
addition, we also took some time to visit
some amazing sites in Chicago. From
the Willis Tower to the many beautiful
churches that leave you speechless, Chicago is simply full
of wonders!

For me, the most rewarding part of the trip was driving
through the streets of Chicago, giving bags of food to the
homeless. There are some things you do not see in small
town Pittsburg Kansas, like people sleeping under bridges
or highway overpasses. It is a poverty that
I am not used to seeing, but the truth is:
there is poverty in Pittsburg. It made me
realize there is so much that needs to be
done here. The Missionaries of Charity
were the ones though who helped me to
realize this.
The Sisters blessed us by teaching that we
can pray through both our thoughts and
our everyday actions, whether we were
serving the poor or simply painting a wall.
That is how they find joy in everything they do. They are
truly a blessing to the world.
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Brown Continued from cover

Before his departure, several sendoff parties were formed. On February
28th, his family and friends, many who
were involved at St. Pius X with Brown,
gathered to share stories and wish him
well. “Leo hasn't changed from the
years I had with him back beginning
in 1987 at the Newman Center. He
is the most sincere, fun loving, and
thoughtful friend I have ever crossed
paths with in my life,” commented
Alison Rosell Smeltzer ‘90. “I feel these
gifts will be a great asset in his work in
Afghanistan.”
On March 11th his school surprised
him when he was on his way to the
office to sign some paperwork, or so
he thought. As he entered the bal-

loon decorated commons area, over
1,000 students, faculty and staff started

cheering “USA! USA! USA!” The choir
sang several patriotic songs and Fr.
Daniel Schmitz, chaplain at Aquinas

gave the airman a blessing, asking God
to watch over him and to return him
safely.
Brown wrote from Afghanistan,
“The send offs have just utterly blown
me away. I cannot put into words what
I felt (and still feel!) when they were
going on. They were almost ‘larger
than life’ and too much to let soak
in! I still get teary-eye thinking about
them!”
The Squadron is scheduled to return
to the states in the fall. Please keep
Brown, along with all those serving our
country, in your prayers.
(Special thanks to Hank Bednar for
providing the photos.)

Student Stories

Grace Simmons, Senior, Psychology Major from Goddard, KS

I was raised
Presbyterian in
a God-fearing
home, but I
always felt like
something was
missing
from
my faith. When
I started dating
my now-fiancé, I swore I would never
change my beliefs, especially to his
faith: Catholicism. Everyone I knew,
including my family, had one unifying
thought about Catholics – they were
crazy. Slowly but surely the Holy Spirit
worked through my fiancé, softening
my heart and opening it to the truth.
Suddenly I wanted to know everything
about this magnificent, intriguing, and
profound faith; however, one problem remained – my family reviled the

idea of me converting to Catholicism.
I struggled with this until I came to
the St. Pius X Catholic Student Center.
Here I found a family of brothers and
sisters who supported me and couldn’t
wait for me to join the family! It was
a breath of fresh air, a weight lifted
off my shoulders. From the moment I
was introduced to our chaplain, Father
Adam, I felt instantly at home. Now that
I am a senior, I look back on my years at
Pittsburg State University, and so many
of my favorite memories took place
either at the Catholic Student Center,
or with the people of the Newman
Club. Here I have made friendships
that will stay with me for the rest of my
life. I even had the wonderful opportunity and privilege to serve as Faith
Formation Chair on the Leadership
Board for two years. I can only hope I

have had as great an impact on those
who have passed through the Catholic
Student Center as was had on me. I
will never forget the genuine love and
welcome I received from my new family when I was finally received into the
Catholic Church. Without the Catholic
Student Center and Newman Club I
would not have the support system
I now firmly rely on. When I leave in
December, it will be with more joy
than sadness as I now have wonderful memories, lasting friendships, and
most importantly a stronger relationship with Christ. I give all the glory
to God for blessing this campus with
such a wonderful place for fellowship
and growth in Christ. It truly is a home
away from home.

Share Your Story
Please share your stories, pictures, and
memories with us so that we can
include them in future newsletters. Not
only do we want to hear about your
"good ol' days," but we also want to
keep up-to-date on what you are doing
now. We encourage you to share your
story. There are several ways you can

do this. You can email your story to us
at SPX@catholicgorillas.org, follow the
QR code to the right to fill out an online
form, or mail your stories to: St. Pius X
Catholic Student Center, Attn: Amy
Lomshek, 301A East Cleveland St.,
Pittsburg, KS 66762.
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Save the Dates: Family Day Sept. 27, 2014 - Homecoming Oct. 11, 2014 Cookouts on both days!!

Alumni Updates
Robert Kress (‘57) died April 26, 2013 at the age of 82. Survived by wife of 57 years, 4 children and 9 grandchildren.
Rita May (‘77) and husband celebrated 30 years of marriage on October 15, 2013.
After graduating with a BS-Nursing Nicole (Pearson) Morrow (‘01) married David Morrow (BS'01). We moved to Peoria
Illinois where David took a position with Caterpillar Inc. I continue to enjoy my work as a registered nurse. We were
blessed with two children (2005 & 2008) and look forward to our lucky 13 wedding anniversary this summer.
Dustin and Sarah (Robertson) Treiber ‘05 were blessed with son, Noah on January 21, 2014. His siblings Hope, Eli & Faith
really love having him.

Life at St. Pius X
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