Catholicism Lesson 4 –Catechism Sections
Question 1
484
The Annunciation to Mary inaugurates "the fullness of time,"119 the time of the
fulfillment of God's promises and preparations. Mary was invited to conceive him in
whom the "whole fullness of deity" would dwell "bodily."120 The divine response to her
question, "How can this be, since I know not man?" was given by the power of the Spirit:
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you."121
2676
This twofold movement of prayer to Mary has found a privileged expression in the Ave Maria:
Hail Mary [or Rejoice, Mary]: the greeting of the angel Gabriel opens this prayer. It is God himself who,
through his angel as intermediary, greets Mary. Our prayer dares to take up this greeting to Mary with the
regard God had for the lowliness of his humble servant and to exult in the joy he finds in her.30
Full of grace, the Lord is with thee: These two phrases of the angel's greeting shed light on one another.
Mary is full of grace because the Lord is with her. The grace with which she is filled is the presence of him
who is the source of all grace. "Rejoice . . . O Daughter of Jerusalem . . . the Lord your God is in your
midst."31 Mary, in whom the Lord himself has just made his dwelling, is the daughter of Zion in person, the
ark of the covenant, the place where the glory of the Lord dwells. She is "the dwelling of God . . . with
men."32 Full of grace, Mary is wholly given over to him who has come to dwell in her and whom she is
about to give to the world.
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. After the angel's greeting, we
make Elizabeth's greeting our own. "Filled with the Holy Spirit," Elizabeth is the first in the long
succession of generations who have called Mary "blessed."33 "Blessed is she who believed. . . ."34 Mary is
"blessed among women" because she believed in the fulfillment of the Lord's word. Abraham, because of
his faith, became a blessing for all the nations of the earth.35 Mary, because of her faith, became the mother
of believers, through whom all nations of the earth receive him who is God's own blessing: Jesus, the "fruit
of thy womb."

Question 2
411
The Christian tradition sees in this passage an announcement of the "New Adam" who,
because he "became obedient unto death, even death on a cross," makes amends
superabundantly for the disobedience of Adam.305 Furthermore many Fathers and
Doctors of the Church have seen the woman announced in the Protoevangelium as Mary,
the mother of Christ, the "new Eve." Mary benefited first of all and uniquely from
Christ's victory over sin: she was preserved from all stain of original sin and by a special
grace of God committed no sin of any kind during her whole earthly life.306
501
Jesus is Mary's only son, but her spiritual motherhood extends to all men whom indeed
he came to save: "The Son whom she brought forth is he whom God placed as the firstborn among many brethren, that is, the faithful in whose generation and formulation she
cooperates with a mother's love."160

511
The Virgin Mary "cooperated through free faith and obedience in human salvation" (LG
56). She uttered her yes "in the name of all human nature" (St. Thomas Aquinas, STh III,
30, 1). By her obedience she became the new Eve, mother of the living.

726
At the end of this mission of the Spirit, Mary became the Woman, the new Eve ("mother
of the living"), the mother of the "whole Christ."108 As such, she was present with the
Twelve, who "with one accord devoted themselves to prayer,"109 at the dawn of the "end
time" which the Spirit was to inaugurate on the morning of Pentecost with the
manifestation of the Church.
2618
The Gospel reveals to us how Mary prays and intercedes in faith. At Cana,89 the mother
of Jesus asks her son for the needs of a wedding feast; this is the sign of another feast—
that of the wedding of the Lamb where he gives his body and blood at the request of the
Church, his Bride. It is at the hour of the New Covenant, at the foot of the cross,90 that
Mary is heard as the Woman, the new Eve, the true "Mother of all the living."

Question 3

490
To become the mother of the Savior, Mary "was enriched by God with gifts appropriate
to such a role."132 The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as
"full of grace."133 In fact, in order for Mary to be able to give the free assent of her faith
to the announcement of her vocation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne by God's
grace.
491
Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace"
through God,134 was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the
dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854:
The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace
and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human
race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin.135

492
The "splendor of an entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from the first
instant of her conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a more exalted
fashion, by reason of the merits of her Son."136 The Father blessed Mary more than any
other created person "in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places" and
chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before
him in love."137
493
The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God "the All-Holy" (Panagia) and
celebrate her as "free from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and

formed as a new creature."138 By the grace of God Mary remained free of every personal
sin her whole life long.
"Let it be done to me according to your word . . ."

722
The Holy Spirit prepared Mary by his grace. It was fitting that the mother of him in
whom "the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily"102 should herself be "full of grace." She
was, by sheer grace, conceived without sin as the most humble of creatures, the most
capable of welcoming the inexpressible gift of the Almighty. It was quite correct for the
angel Gabriel to greet her as the "Daughter of Zion": "Rejoice."103 It is the thanksgiving
of the whole People of God, and thus of the Church, which Mary in her canticle104 lifts up
to the Father in the Holy Spirit while carrying within her the eternal Son.

Question 4

466
The Nestorian heresy regarded Christ as a human person joined to the divine person of
God's Son. Opposing this heresy, St. Cyril of Alexandria and the third ecumenical
council at Ephesus in 431 confessed "that the Word, uniting to himself in his person the
flesh animated by a rational soul, became man."89 Christ's humanity has no other subject
than the divine person of the Son of God, who assumed it and made it his own, from his
conception. For this reason the Council of Ephesus proclaimed in 431 that Mary truly
became the Mother of God by the human conception of the Son of God in her womb:
"Mother of God, not that the nature of the Word or his divinity received the beginning of
its existence from the holy Virgin, but that, since the holy body, animated by a rational
soul, which the Word of God united to himself according to the hypostasis, was born
from her, the Word is said to be born according to the flesh."90
481
Jesus Christ possesses two natures, one divine and the other human, not confused, but
united in the one person of God's Son.

Question 5 - None

Question 6
964
Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly
from it. "This union of the mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest
from the time of Christ's virginal conception up to his death";504 it is made manifest
above all at the hour of his Passion:
Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in her union
with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan, enduring with her
only begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her mother's
heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation of this victim, born of her: to be given, by the
same Christ Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother to his disciple, with these words: "Woman,
behold your son."505

965
After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of the Church by her prayers."506
In her association with the apostles and several women, "we also see Mary by her prayers
imploring the gift of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed her in the
Annunciation."507
. . . also in her Assumption

966
"Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the
course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory,
and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully
conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death."508 The
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son's Resurrection and
an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians:
In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the world, O Mother
of God, but were joined to the source of Life. You conceived the living God and, by your prayers,
will deliver our souls from death.509

. . . she is our Mother in the order of grace

